Girl Scout Riding Programs

Girl Scouts and their leaders enjoy coming to Hoofbeat for a fun-filled afternoon, overnight or weekend. Scouts 7 years of age or older will have an opportunity to work toward their Horse Fan Badge or their Horse Rider Merit Badge. For the safety and welfare of our horses and riders, we have a maximum weight limit of 200 pounds for riders. Groups are not scheduled from June to mid-August because our summer camp program is in full operation during this time. To schedule your group’s visit during our off-season, please give Ted Marthe, camp director, a call. If you are planning an overnight program, please keep in mind that we do not have housing available for males.

	To register your Troop... we need to receive a completed Troop

Roster and a check covering the full deposit (including adults).

Scout Leaders should bring along the regular Girl Scout

permission slips and medical forms when coming to camp.


Facilities
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A large indoor riding arena and a large outdoor riding ring accommodate riders in most weather conditions. Overnight groups stay in the Longbranch or Hoofroof bunkhouses, which have bunk beds and are divided into sections. For smaller groups, we may have another troop in the same building, however, each group will have its own sleeping area. Quiet time begins at 10:30 p.m. Adult female chaperons are required -- Hoofbeat staff will not be staying in cabins with the scouts, therefore, a troop leader or adult is required to provide supervision. Our new lodge with a fireplace is ideal for evening get-togethers for large groups. Scout leaders are responsible for Saturday evening activities. Some groups do an arts & crafts project, play games or videos (we do provide a selection of videos), while some just sit and relax. Lower Longbranch doubles as a dining hall and is also a great place to relax and enjoy a hot cup of chocolate or coffee after a long day. Prior arrangements can be made to use the outdoor campfire ring at Pow Wow Point or to go on a tractor-drawn hayride We also have several trails that are excellent for night hikes.

Day Program

Many Girl Scouts and Brownie Troops begin with our 2-hour after school program, which offers approximately an hour of riding lessons and an hour of unmounted instruction. The fee is $20 per rider and helps to fulfill some elements of the Horse Fan or Horse Rider Merit Badge. A minimum of 10 riders is required and a $25 deposit is required to hold your reservation date.

Overnight Program

Other Girl Scout troops prefer an overnight program, which also gives them an opportunity to work toward their Horse Rider Merit Badge. In addition to your riding lesson, your fee of $50 per rider includes lodging, a hayride and breakfast. (Non-riders pay only $30). A minimum of 20 riders is required. There are a limited number of overnight dates available and a $50 deposit is required to hold your reservation date.

Jr. Girl Scout Horse Rider Merit Badge Weekend

This special weekend is offered through the Girl Scout Council. Scouts will complete the requirements for their Horse Riders Merit Badge, which we provide at the end of the program. The program includes 2 nights lodging, 5 meals, and a variety of activities. The fee is $99 per rider and $55 for non-riders. Activities include 3 riding sessions and approximately 5 sessions of unmounted instruction. Scouts will learn how to ride, lead, groom, saddle, and act safely around horses. A Friday evening orientation meeting gives an opportunity to get acquainted and learn about the plans for the weekend. Saturday morning begins with a hearty breakfast, then riders will enjoy a riding lesson and 2 horse science classes. After lunch they’ll have another opportunity to ride in a more relaxed manner, such as trail ride (weather permitting), mounted games or bareback riding. Evening possibilities include a campfire, tractor-drawn hayride, or small group activities. Leaders may bring along a craft project or board games to use during this free time, or you may choose from the selection of board games here at Hoofbeat. After Sunday breakfast, there is another mounted and unmounted session. The program concludes after lunch on Sunday.

Special Horse Riding Weekends

This special program is scheduled occasionally for Girl Scouts who have previously attended a Horse Riders Merit Badge Weekend and have completed their Merit Badge. (The fee is $99/rider and $55 for non-riders)

